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Excellencies, 

Esteemed colleagues, 

Distinguished participants, 

 

 

Let me begin by thanking the National Centre of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Human Rights 

and, personally, its Director, Professor Akmal Saidov, for the invitation. I would also like to 

take this opportunity to congratulate the Centre, which is our long-standing partner in 

Uzbekistan, on its 30th anniversary. It is a pleasure to join you, even if only on screen, in 

Tashkent and Samarkand — cities that have been meeting points for peoples, languages and 

faiths long before we started to speak of diversity as a policy question. 

 

On this occasion, I would like to emphasize the constructive dialogue between my institution 

and the Government of Uzbekistan on a number of national minority questions, including 

language-in-education policy and the effective participation of national minorities in public, 

social and economic life. 

 

We mark two anniversaries: 60 years of the International Covenants and 40 years of the 

Declaration on the Right to Development. I would like to look at both through the lens of my 

mandate, which is to support the prevention of tension and conflict in society and between 

States on national minority issues. 

 

It is easy to forget that minority protection sits at the very heart of the Covenants. Article 27 of 

the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights — that persons belonging to minorities shall not be 

denied the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess their own religion, or to use their own 

language — was, 60 years ago, a turning point. It affirmed that equality does not mean 

uniformity, and that the State has a duty to not merely tolerate difference but to allow it to 

flourish. And my institution often supports the governments of OSCE participating States in 

promoting these aspects of societal diversity.  

 

The value of the two Covenants, taken together, is their insistence that rights are indivisible. 

For the communities I work with, this has very practical implications. A minority or ethnic 

community whose language is respected in law, but whose members cannot find work, cannot 

access decent healthcare, cannot see their children educated to the same standard — members 
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of that community do not experience their rights. Civil and political guarantees and economic, 

social and cultural guarantees are not two menus from which a State may choose. They stand 

or fall together. 

 

This is precisely where the right to development speaks to my work. In my experience, the root 

causes of tension between communities are very often found in exclusion — in development 

that reaches some communities and passes others by, in decisions taken about people rather 

than with them. Development that leaves some groups on the margins does not merely fail 

them; it stores up grievances, and grievances, over time, become instability. Inclusive 

development — development in which all groups of society participate as agents and share as 

beneficiaries — is one of the most effective forms of conflict prevention. 

 

That brings me to the “new vision” this panel rightly calls for. And here I want to speak directly 

to this region, because Central Asia has much experience to share with the rest of the OSCE. 

The Central Asian societies are the ones where languages, cultures and communities have 

co-existed across borders for centuries; where an Uzbek, a Turkmen, a Kazakh, a Russian, a 

Korean neighbour is simply the texture of ordinary life. That diversity is not an issue to be 

solved. It is, and has always been, a source of richness and of resilience. 

 

The lesson my office draws from decades of work in this region is a hopeful one: a society that 

protects and engages its minority communities grows only stronger because of it. Social 

cohesion is a component of comprehensive security — a whole-of-society undertaking, built 

in classrooms, work spaces and homes as much as in the ministries. 

 

And because languages, cultures and communities traverse borders, minority protection is a 

natural field for co-operation among neighbours. When States approach these questions 

together — sharing methods, aligning standards, learning from one another’s successes — they 

turn what might be a source of friction into a bridge. 

  

For example, for more than two decades my office has been proud to accompany the 

governments of Central Asia in developing and promoting multilingual and multicultural 

education, which has proven to be a positive factor both for internal growth and inter-State 

relations. Where children can learn in their mother tongue and also master the State language, 



 - 4 - 

where communities see themselves meaningfully involved in public and economic life, they 

become full participants in a shared future of their nations, as much as of their region. 

 

It is in exactly that spirit that I am glad to announce that on 22 October my office will convene 

a ministerial roundtable on multilingual education in Central Asia and Mongolia. Hosted by 

Turkmenistan, the event will bring together education authorities, practitioners and experts to 

exchange ideas on what works for quality education in schools where the State language and 

mother tongues are used and taught side by side. I warmly encourage the interest of your 

respective governments and institutions towards this event. 

 

Excellencies, colleagues, 

 

The Covenants have endured for six decades because the truth in them is durable: that dignity 

is universal, and that no one secures their own by denying it to others. Central Asia has 

understood this for a very long time. Let us carry that truth forward — and let us do it together. 

 

Thank you. 


